Direct & Indirect Narration Rules

In this guide, you will learn about the rules of direct and indirect narration, including tense and pronoun
changes, reporting verbs, and changes in time and place. Mastering these rules will enhance your storytelling

skills and improve your writing.
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Overview of Direct and Indirect Narration

Direct narration involves the direct reporting of someone's words, while indirect narration involves
reporting someone's words indirectly. Both methods are essential in storytelling and adding depth to
character interactions. Let's explore the rules that govern both styles.
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Definition of Direct Narration

In direct narration, the exact words of a person are reported, preserving their
original meaning and tone. Direct speech is enclosed in quotation marks,

bringing dialogue to life and allowing readers to connect with the characters.
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Definition of Indirect
Narration

In indirect narration, the words of a person are reported indirectly, using

reporting verbs and changes in tense, pronouns, and sentence structure. It
allows the author to summarize or paraphrase someone's speech, providing a

more nuanced narrative.
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When using direct narration, the

tense of the reported speech

remains the same as the original.

It adds immediacy and
authenticity to the dialogue and
keeps the reader engaged in the

moment.

In direct narration, pronouns
must be modified to reflect the
perspective of the speaker. This
creates clarity and prevents
confusion between different

characters in the story.

Verbs may require changes in
tense, voice, or mood to
accurately convey the speaker's
intended meaning. These
changes ensure that the
reported speech aligns with the
context and tone of the

narrative.
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Reporting Verbs

Indirect narration relies on reporting verbs
like "said," "asked," or "exclaimed" to
attribute speech to acharacter. These verbs
enhance the storytelling by adding variety

and reflecting the character's feelings.

Changes in Time and Place

In indirect narration, it is crucial to adjust the
time and place references to align with the
narrative's overall flow. This creates a
seamless transition and enhances the
reader's understanding of the story's

timeline.
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