
Gandhian 
Perspective on the 
State
Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy on the state centered on principles of 
decentralization, non-violence, and the welfare of all beings. He believed 
in a minimalist state that served the people, not the other way around.
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Decentralization and Self-Governance
Gandhi advocated for decentralization of power, believing that self-governance at the local level, particularly in villages, was 
essential for true freedom.

Grassroots Democracy

He envisioned village councils, where 
citizens actively participate in decision-
making, leading to a more responsive 
and accountable system.

Empowerment of the 
People

By giving power to the people, Gandhi 
aimed to create a society where 
everyone feels empowered to 
contribute and make a difference.

Local Solutions

He emphasized that local issues are 
best addressed by local communities, 
fostering a sense of ownership and 
responsibility.
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Trusteeship and Non-
Violent Resistance
Gandhi saw the state as a trustee, responsible for serving the needs of its 
citizens and upholding moral principles. Non-violent resistance was his 
primary tool for achieving political and social change.

1
Moral Authority

The state must be guided by principles of truth, non-
violence, and justice.

2
Collective Action

Individuals can leverage collective action to bring about 
societal transformation.

3
Non-violent Resistance

Refusal to cooperate with unjust systems and laws, through 
peaceful means.
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Sarvodaya and the Welfare 
of All
Gandhi's concept of Sarvodaya, meaning "the upliftment of all," promoted 
the well-being of every individual, regardless of caste, class, or creed.

Social Equality

He emphasized the eradication 
of social inequalities and the 
promotion of a just and 
equitable society.

Economic Justice

He believed in a system where 
everyone has access to basic 
needs and opportunities for 
self-reliance.

Environmental Sustainability

Gandhi emphasized living in harmony with nature and preserving the 
environment for future generations.
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Swaraj and Self-Rule
Swaraj, meaning "self-rule," was the ultimate goal of Gandhi's movement. He believed that true freedom comes from within and 
requires individual and collective responsibility.

1 Independence of Spirit

He emphasized the importance of 
inner freedom, free from fear and 
oppression.

2 Political Empowerment

Gandhi believed that individuals 
should have the right to 
participate in political decision-
making.

3 Economic Self-
Sufficiency

He envisioned a society where 
people are economically 
independent and can sustain 
themselves.
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Gram Swaraj and Village Autonomy
Gandhi strongly advocated for Gram Swaraj, or "village self-rule," emphasizing the importance of empowering villages to 
become self-sufficient and manage their affairs independently.

Local Governance

He envisioned villages as the building 
blocks of a strong and independent 
nation.

Economic Independence

Gandhi believed in promoting local 
industries and agriculture to create a 
sustainable economy.

Environmental Harmony

He emphasized the importance of living 
in harmony with nature and preserving 
the environment.
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Implications of Gandhian 
Thought for Modern 
Governance
Gandhi's ideas on decentralization, non-violence, and the welfare of all 
remain relevant for modern governance. They can inform approaches to 
tackling social and economic challenges, promoting sustainable 
development, and fostering a more just and equitable society.

Decentralization Empowering local communities 
to solve their own problems.

Non-Violent Conflict Resolution Using dialogue and peaceful 
means to address 
disagreements and promote 
harmony.

Sustainable Development Prioritizing environmental 
conservation and social equity in 
economic development.
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